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Before the
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB Docket No. AB-1000 (Sub-No. 2X)

GEORGIA SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD, INC.
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -

STI3 Docket No A3-290 (Sub-No. 344X)

CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILROAD COMPANY
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN CHATTAHOOCHEE, MARION AND SCHLEY COUNTIES, GA

JOINT NOTICE OF EXEMPT DISCONTINUANCE

Central of Georgia Railroad Company ("CGA™) and Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc.
("GSWR™) (CGA and GSWR arc sometimes jointly referred to hercin as “Applicants™) hereby
invoke the Board's class exemption procedures at 49 C.F.R part 1152 subpart IF separately lo
discontinue service over a poition of the roughly 33-mule “Ellaville Line™ extending between
milepost 12 G at or near Ochillee, Chautahoochee County, Georgia, and milepost 45.0 near Ellavilie,
Schley County. Georgia (the “Subjeet Line™) The Subject Line is a portion of a CGA-owned rail
line extending between Ochillee and milepost 61.5 at Americus, Georgia, that is leased 10 GSWR.
The lust local service over the Subjeet Line was prior 1o December 2008. Also, there has been no
overhead service over the Subject Line for at least the past two years. Any polential overhead traffic
could be transported via other routcs.

I'he Notices of Exempt Discontinuance are being filed jomtly pursuant to the requirements of’
49 C.F.R. part] 152 subpart I'. In accordance with such requirements. Applicants hereby state as




lollows:

. The cxact names of Applicants are Central of Georgia Railroad Company. and
Georgia Southwesiern Railroad. Inc.

2 Applicants arc common carricrs by ralroad subject to 49 U.S C Subtitle 1V, chapter
105.

3. CGA and GSWR have each invoked the Board’s class exemption procedurcs in order
to discontinue service over an out-of-scrvice ranlroad line extending between milepost 12 Q at or nea
Ochillce. Geotgia, and milepost 45.0 ncar Ellaville. Georgia. The Subject Line passes through

Chattahoochee. Marion and Schley Countics.

4. A detailed map of the Subject Line is attached hereto as 2xhibil A.
5 The representative of CGA to whom correspondence should be sent is:

Robert A Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC
2401 'ennsylvama Ave . NW
Suite 300

Washington. DC 20037

Tel. (202) 663-7824

The representative of GSWR 1o whom correspondence should be sent 1s
Eric M. Hocky
THORP REED & ARMSTRONG. LLP
One Commerce Square
2005 Markct Street. Suite 1000
Philadelphia. PA 19103
(215) 640-8500

6 The Subject Line to be discontinued traverses through United States ZIP Codes

31806, 31803, 31805, and 31905.
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7. The notices of exemption jointly presented herein pertain to CGA™s and GSWR's
concurrent proposals to discontinue common carrier operations over the Subject Line Accordingly.
trail use / rail banking and other public use conditions arc not appropriate.'

8 Applicant proposes 10 consummate the discontinuance on or alter March 20, 2013.

9. CGA and GSWR centify that:

(a) Neither has handled Jocal trafTic over the Subject Ling in at least two years.
In addition. neither has handled any overhead trafTic over the Subject Line in at least two years  Any
potential overhead traffic could be transported via other rail routes

(b) No formal complaint by a user of rail service on the Subjeet Line, or a stute or
local government entity acting on behalf of such user, regarding CGA and/or GSWR cessation of
service over the Subject Line cither is pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year peniod.

10 Although no employees of cither ol the Applicants will be afTected by the proposed
discontinuance. Applicants recognizc that their respective discontinuances of service will be made
subject 1o the standard employee protective conditions as sei forth in Oregon Short Subject Line
Rarlroad Co — Abandonment -- Goshen, 360 1 C.C. 91 (1979).

11.  Because the subject notices of exemption pertain to discontinuances of rail scrvice

only, no environmental or historic report is 1equired.?

! See Norfolk Southern Raitway Company — Discontinuance of Service Exemption — In St

Joseph and LaPorte Counnes. IN. STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 307X) (served June 18. 2008);
Everett Ratlroad Company — Discontinuance of Service Exemption — In Blair Couniy, PA, STB
Docket No AB-721X (served November 16. 2007): Colunbus and Greenville Railway Company —
Discontinuance of Service Exemption — In Greenwood, MS, STB Docket No AB-297 (Sub-No
103X) (served July 2, 2007).

2 See the decisions cued in [oowote |
[POILR190)
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12.  Applicants cerlify that they have complicd with the legal (newspaper) notice
requirecments of 49 CI'R. §1105.11. Notice of the proposed discontinuances was published on
January 16. 2013. in the Columbus Ledger-Enqiarer. A copy of the proof if publication is attached
as xhibit B.

13.  Applicants have complied with the advance notice requirements ol 49 C F.R
§1152 50{d)(1). A copy of the notice dated January 11, 2013, sent to the required governmental
agencics is attached hereto as Exhubit C.

For the rcasons sct forth above. the Board should determinc that the proposed
discontinuances of service qualify for the usc of the Board's class exemption procedures at 49 C.F.R.
part 1152 subpart I, and it should issue the appropriate notice(s)

Respectfully submilted,

ROBERT A WIMBISH I-RIC M IIOCKY %/

BAKER & MILLER PLLC THORIP* REED & ARMSTRONG, LLP
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW One Commerce Square

Suite 300 2005 Market Street, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20037 Philadelphia, PA 19103

Tel. (202) 663-7824 ‘el: (215) 640-8500

Fax: (202) 663-7849 Fax: (215) 640-8501

Altorneys for Attorneys for

Ceniral of Georgia Railroad Company Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc
Dated January 30, 2013
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VERIFICATION

I hereby verily on behall of Georgia Southwestern Raitroad, Inc . under penalty of

peijury, that the loiegoing is true and coircet  Further, 1 certify thal I am qualificd and

authorized 10 e tis Venfhieation.

Executed on January 28, 2013.

{roa68151}

Aurdts

Gerald T. Gates, President




VERIFICATION

1 hereby verily on behalf of Central of Georpia Railroad Company, under penalty of
perjury. that the forcgoing 1s truc and correcl  Further, i certify that 1 am qualified and
authonized to file this Verification

Executed on January 23, 2013.

(bt WGt te

Dcborah H. Butler
Vice-President




CERTIFICATION
STATE OF GEORGIA:

CITY OF ATLANTA-

R. A. Bartle makes oath and says that he is General Manager Western
Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company (*"NSR"); that the Central of Georgia
Railroad Company (“CGA") line between milepost O - 12 and milepost O - 45 in
Chaltahoochee, Marion, and Schley Counties, Georgia, over which service is to be
discontinued, is subject to his supervision and direction, that neither NSR nor CGA has
handled local traffic over the line for at least two years, that neither NSR nor CGA has
handled overhead traffic over the line for at least two years; and that overhead traffic, if
there were any, could be rerouted over other lines; that no formal complaint against
NSR or CGA filed by a user of rail service on the line or a state or local government
enlity acting on behalf of such user regarding cessation of service over the line either 1s
pending before the Surface Transportation Board or any U. S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period.

flhs 1754

R. A. Bartle

Notary Pub i(:

My commission expires ‘ RN

4015




EXHIBIT A - MAP
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EXHIBIT B - NEWSPAPER NOTICE
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*T\: ® Leoger-Enquirer
Lt follow us.

17 W. 12" Street
Columbus, Georgia 31901
P Q. Box 711 e Columbus, Geargia J1902-711 ¢ (706) 324-552G Ext 248 e legals@ledger-enquirer.com

Baker & Mitler, PLLC.
2401 Pennsylvania Ave. N' W
Washington, 1> C. 20037

Ad ID: 2499248
File — Joint Notice of Intent to Discontinue Rail Service

To whom 1t may concemn’

This ts lo certily the legal advertisement in the above staicd case was published in the
Columbus Ledger-Enquirer, legal secuion 1 time ending 01/16/2013.

G/%ﬂ{. .421 ntf e

Tomeka Grayer, chnU(d Clerk

Sworn to and subscnibed before me this CH31ST) DAMELLE SMITH :
"' NOTAHY PUBLIC
MUSCGGEE GOUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
My Cominiesion Expires Apni 14, 2013

o — —
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EXHIBIT C - 10 DAY NOTICES




ATFORMEYS AT LAW smCE 1893

Pitsburgh

Frladaloluy

Wimingion

Princolon

Incr Hoed & Anmainng LIP
Ona Conmorzo Suuom

2005 Markat Suwer

Sunio 1000

Phrnticlatia PA 19103-7041
215040 8500

216 840 AEO1 Fux

Eric M Hocky
Dlrect Dt 215 640 8523
Emnid ohocky@tnorprent com

January 11, 2013

TO:  All Agencices on the attached Service List

RE:  STB Doeckel No. AB-1000 (Sub-No 2X)
Georgia Southwestern Railrond, Inc
- Discontinuance of Service Exemption -
In Chatizhoochee, Marion and Schley Counues, GA

ST Dockei No, Al3-290 (Sub-No. 344X)

Central of Georgia Ruilrond Company

- Disconunuance of Service Exemption -

In Chanahoochee, Marion And Schley Counties, GA

Dear Sit or Mnadam*

This Tewten is bemng send W you pursuant 10 the requuements of 49 C.F R,
§1152.50(d), 1o advise vou that Central of Georgia Ruilroud Company (“CGA™), owner,
and Georgia Southwesiern Rmiroad. Inc. (“GSWR?™), lessee/operator, plan to jointly seck
nuthorization Trom the Surface Transponation Board (“STB™) for their proposed
discontinuances of service over the line of rilroad deseribed below, by filing a joint
verified notice of exemption pursuam to the provisions of 49 CER Part 1152 Subpart I,
CGA and GSWR expect 1o file the joim notice of ¢xemption with the STB on or ahowt
January 29, 2013, under SI'B Dockel Nos, AB-290 (Sub-No 344X} ad AB-1000 (Sub-
No 2X)

CGA and GSWR will wvoke the STR's exetuption procedures 1o discontinue
service of Uw line of rmlroad beiween milepost 120 at o near Ochillee, and milepost
45.0 new Ellaville, extending through Chartshoochee, Marion and Schiey Counties,
Georgua {(the “Line™). The Line traverses through Unued States ZIP Codes 31806, 31803,
31805, und 31905 A map of the Line 1s enclosed wiih this letter.

Becuuse these proceedings would involve the discontimunnce ol common carricr
serviee and not abandonment of the Line, CGA and GSWR understand that the gquestion
of whether the 1ine comams federally granted nights-ol~way 1» inupplicable, and that the
Line would not be suited at this time Jor sliernotive public use  Any pertinent
documentabon in the reilroads’ possession will be made available prompily to those
1equesung il

{PO1GO244)
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All Agencies on the attached Service List January 11,2013
Page 2

CGA, the owner of the Line, has no current plans 1o salvage the track along the
Line as a resuh of discontinunnce

Very truly yours,

S1ic M. Hogky

Atoraey (01

Georgia Southwestern Raulroad, [nc.
Enclosure

EMIedi

ce- Robert A, Wimbish,
Aftorney for Cential of Georgia Railroad Company

{PgEZAa)
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Service List:

ATTORNEYS AT LaW SimoE 1805

Office of Chuef of I'orest Service
1] 8. Departmem ol Agriculiure
1400 Independence Ave , SW
Washington, DC 20250-003

Carol I. Comer

Geoigis Department of Transportution
Interinodal Programs Division Director
600 West Peuchiree

Roomn 217

Atlanta, GA 30308

U.S. Depuriment of the Interior -
Nationul Park Service

RFCA Program

1849 C Sireet, NW

{Org code 2240)

Washington, DC 20240

United Stnes Department of the Army

Military Surfuce Deployment and Distributien Cominand
Transportation Engincenng Agency

AN, SDTE-SA (Railronds for Natonal Defense)

709 Wuid Drive, Building 1990

Scott AFB, 11, 62225-5357

Pusbugn
Priwciuiva
Whereng
Wrmengion

Frncalon

Thorp Rood & Armatrong LLP
Ore Cormerce Scuare

2005 Marhe! Siron:

Sula 1000

Phiagatpha, FA 19103-7061
215 840 800

215 GAD BE0N s
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CERTIFICATF., OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on this date a copy of the foregoing Joint Notice of Exempt
Discontinuance was served on the persons shown on the attached list by [iist class mail, postage

prepaid.

Raalokial

ROBERT A. WIMBISI

Dated: January 30, 2013

{P0169390)




Service List for
STRB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X)
STHB Ducket No. AR-1001 (Sub-No. 2X)

Office ol Chicl of Forest Service
U.S Department ol Agriculture
1400 independence Ave . SW
Washingion, DC 20250-003

Carol L.. Comcer

Georgia Department of Transportation
Intermodal Programs Division Direclor
600 West Peachtree

Room 217

Atlanta, GA 30308

U.S. Department of the Intenor -
National Park Service

RTCA Program

1849 C Strect, NW

(Org code 2240)

Washington, DC 20240

United States Department of the Army

Milnary Surface Deployment and Distribution Command
Transportation EZngineering Agency

ATTN: SDTIE-SA (Rawlroads for National Defense)

709 Ward Drive. Bwlding 1990

Scou AFB. 1L 62225-5357

{PO169390)




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-1000 (Sub-No. 2X)

GEORGIA SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD, INC.
~ DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN CHATTAHOOCHEE, MARION AND SCHLEY COUNTIES, GA

STB POCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X)

CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILROAD COMPANY
~ DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN CHATTAHOOCHEE, MARION AND SCIHLEY COUNTIES, GA

EXEMPTION NOTICF.

DRAFT FEDERAL REGISTER
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Surface Transportation Bomd
[Docket Nos. A3-1000 (Sub-No 2X} and AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X}|
Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc. — Discontinuance ol Service Exemption — In Chattahoochie.
Marion and Schley Countics, GA; and
Central of Geoigia Railroad Company — Discontinuance of Service Fxemption — In
Chattahoochie, Marion and Schley Countics, GA

Georgia Southwestern Railioad, Inc. (GSWR) and Central of Georgia Railroad Company
(CGA) joinly have [iled on January 30. 2013. a verified notice of exempiion under 49 C.F.R.

part 1152 subpart F~Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances of Service and Trackape

Rights to discontinue se1vice over the roughly 33-mile “Ellaville Line™ extending between
milepost 12.0 at or near Ochilice. Chatahoochee County. Georgia, and milepost 45.0 near
Ellaville. Schicy County. Georgia. The line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Codes
31806, 31803, 31805. and 31905

GSWR and CGA have certified that: (1) no local rafTic has moved over the Line for at
least 2 years; (2) there is no overhead wraffic on the line that has been, or would need 1o be.
rerouted: (3) no formal complaim filed by a user of rail service on the line {or by a state or local
government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the line
cither is pending with the Surface Transportation Board (Board) o1 with any U S District Court
or has been decided n favor of complamant within the 2-year period: and (4) the applicable
requirements at 49 C 'R § 1105.12 (newspaper publication), and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1)

(natice to governmental ageneics) have been mel.




As a condition o this exemption, any employee adversely affected by the
discontinuances shali be protecied under Qregon Short Line Railroad—Abandonment Portion

Goshen Branch Beiween Firth & Ammon. in Bingham & Bonneville Counties, Iduho. 360 1.C.C

91 (1979). To address whether this condition adequately protects alTected employees. a petition
for partial revocation under 49 U S.C. § 10502(d) must be filed

Provided no formal expression of intent 1o file an ofTer of financial assistance (OFA) has
been received, these exemptions will be eflective on March 20. 2013. unless slayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do not involve environmental issucs and lormal
expressions of intent o file an OFA for continucd rail service under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(c)(2)
must be filed by .2013.! Petitions to reopen must be filed by _.2013,
with the Surface Transporation Board. 395 E Sweet. S.W., Washington, DC 20423-0001.

A copy of any petition filed with the 13oard should be sent to GSWR's representative: Eric M.

Focky. Thorp Reed & Armstrong. LLP. One Commerce Squarc, 2005 Market Surcet. Suite 1000.

Philadelphia, PA 19103: and to CGA's representative: Robert A. Wimbish, 13aker & Mille
PLLC, 2401 Pennsylvania Ave.. NW. suite 300. Washington. DC 20037

I the joint verified notice contains false or misleading information. the excmptions are
void ab initio,

Board decisions and notices are avanlable on our website at “WWW.STB DOT.GOV.”

Decuded:

By the Board. Rachel D. Campbell. Dircetor, Office of Proceedings.

' Each OFA must he accompanied by the filing fee. which is curremiy sct at $1.500 Scc 49
C F R, § 1002.2(N(25). Beeause these are discontinuance proceedings and not abandonments,
trail use/rail banking and public use conditions are not appropriate. Likewise. no environmental

or historical documentation is required here under 49 CFR 105 6(c) and | 105.8(b). respectively.
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